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flows past the French settlement of Yanam, and enters the
sea near Point Godavari. At its mouth is the Sacramento
shoal, where the United States steam frigate Sacramento
went ashore in 1867. The Vasishta Godavari reaches the
coast at Point Narasapur. A few miles above the entrance
into the sea, a branch, called the Vainateyam, forms the
island of Nagaram between itself and the Vasishta Godavari.
The Pushkaram festival, held once in twelve years, during
which Telugus bathe at various spots on the banks of the
Godavari, is regarded by them as being of the same im-
portance as the Mahamakam festival at Kumbakonam
(p. 256) is to all Hindus. The ghat at Rajahmundry, where
Hindus bathe in the river, is called Kotilingam (crore of
lingams) ghat, in connection with a legend. Pilgrims who
go from the Godavari district to Benares empty half of the
contents of the pots of Ganges water, which they bring
back with them, into the Godavari, and replenish them
therefrom.
The Kistna or Krishna river (800 miles) rises in the
western ghats, north of the hill-station of Mahabaleshwar
in the Bombay Presidency, and enters the Hyderabad State,
being joined by the Tungabhadra in the Raichur district of
the Nizam's Dominions. On reaching the eastern ghats, it
turns sharply south-east, and, flowing between the Kistna
and Guntur districts, passes the town of Bezwada, and
enters the Bay of Bengal by two mouths, one of which
is at the low headland of Point-Divi. The ruined stupa of
Amaravati is situated on the south bank of the river, which,
in the vicinity thereof, is studded with islands or lunkas,
Between the Godavari and Kistna districts is the Colair
(Kolleru) lake. This, it has been said, is " the only large
natural freshwater lake in the Madras Presidency. Half
lake, half swamp, it is a great shallow depression, which was
doubtless originally part of the old Bay of Bengal. On
either side of it the Godavari and Kistna pushed their